Ouverture to
Le bourgeois gentilhomme

Ouverture to Le bourgeois gentilhomme (1670)

For discusssion, see pp. 92-93.

Score: Oeuvres completes de ].-B. Lully, ed. Henry Pruniéres (Paris:
Editions de la Revue Musicale, 1938), 3: 43—46.

Recording: Lully, Le bourgeois gentilhomme. La petite bande; Sigiswald
Kuijken, concertmaster; Gustav Leonhardt, director.
Deutsche Harmonia Mundi 77059-2-RG (1988).
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Text translation

ORPHEUS:

Powerful spirit and formidable deity,
without whom the soul separated from its
body cannot hope to gain passage to the other shore,

I am not living, no, because since my dear
spouse is departed, my heart is no longer with me,
and without a heart, how would I be able to live?

Toward her I have made my way through the murky air,
and have not gone to Hades, for wherever such
beauty is found, paradise must be.

I am Orpheus, who follows Eurydice’s steps
through these shadowy dunes,
where no mortal man has ever gone.

O serene light of lights,
if one glance from you can bring me back to life,
alas, who would deny comfort to my troubles?

Only you, noble god, can come to my aid,
and fear not, because on a golden lyre,
I arm my fingers with sweet strings
against which the most rigid soul yields to their power.




