Sample Instructional Accommodations and Modifications

These sample accommodations and modifications could be utilized with many different students depending on the type of special needs they have.  While these approaches are designed to be effective with special needs students, all students may benefit from individualized or modified instruction, regardless of whether they have an Individualized Education Plan (IEP).

Nine Types of Accommodations AT-A-Glance
	Size

Adapt the number of items that the learner is expected to learn or complete.

For example: In English, reduce the length of an essay the student must produce.
	
	Input

Adapt the way  instruction is delivered to the learner.

For example: Use visual aids, media presentations, demonstrations, and cooperative grouping strategies.
	
	Participation

Adapt the extent to which a learner is actively involved in the task.

For example: Ask a student to manage the materials in a cooperative group (active in the activity but passive in the content).

	
	
	
	
	

	Time

Adapt the time allotted and allowed for learning, task completion, or testing.

For example: Provide some students with extra time to complete a project or assignment.
	
	Output

Adapt how the student can respond to instruction.

For example: On a math test, have the student demonstrate problem completion instead of completing a pencil and paper task independently.
	
	Difficulty

Adapt the skill level, problem type, or the rules on how the learner may approach the work.

For example: Allow the use of a calculator, simplify the content; or decrease task directions.

	
	
	
	
	

	Level of Support

Increase the amount of personal assistance to an individual learner.

For example: Use teaching assistants, assign buddies, or try a peer-tutoring program.
	
	Alternate Goal

Adapt the goals or outcome expectations while using the same materials.

For example: In social studies, expect one student to locate the states, while others learn location and capitals.
	
	Substitute Curriculum

Provide different instruction and materials to meet a student's individual goals.

For example:  During a language test, one student is practicing appropriate vocabulary on the computer.



(Source: The Center for School and Community Integration Institute for the Study of Developmental Disabilities: Bloomington, Indiana 47408-2601)




More AccomModations and Modifications
The physical arrangement of the room

· Place an easily distracted student near the "front" of the room (or wherever you are most frequently) so that you can provide non-verbal cues before giving instructions 

· Stand near the student when giving instructions to the entire class and quietly repeat them to the student afterwards 

· Have the daily routine in writing where it is easy to see 

· Allow time and space for movement between activities
	

	A student listens to a book on tape at the listening station.  You might have students record themselves reading at the beginning, middle, and end of the year so they can listen to their fluency improve.


Your instruction 

· Allow a child with delayed reading skills to listen to an audiotape of the book (one that you get from the library or make yourself) 

· Record your lectures on tape and allow students to review the tape at home 

· Provide a written outline or graphic organizer of material covered in a lecture 

· Combine visual and oral instruction (e.g., use an overhead while lecturing) 

· Individualize assignments for students by changing the length, due date, topic, etc. and break assignments into smaller, more manageable steps 

· Teach specific study skills such as organization and note taking along with content-area instruction
Assessments

· Allow students to give an oral rather than written report 

· Choose only the most essential objectives on which to assess them (e.g., assess students the 10 most important spelling words, rather than all 20, or ask them to answer the most important essay question rather than all three).  Essentially, strive for quality rather than quantity 

· Provide practice questions for study before a quiz or test, and examples of completed performance tasks 

· Give open book tests or allow one page of notes to be used during testing 

· Vary the format of the test (e.g., include more diagrams to label rather than long lists of matching or large paragraphs of fill in the blank) 

· Format tests so that they are clear, readable, and uncluttered.  Leave more spaces between lines of text and draw lines on which students can write their answers 

· Read the questions aloud and/or allow the student to respond to the questions orally 

· Provide extra time to complete the test, or give parts of the test in more than one sitting 

· Allow students to retake the test
Homework assignments

· Modify the length (e.g, require students to only complete the first 15 math problems rather than all 20) 

· Allow students to begin homework in school under your supervision, or provide a written explanation of the homework assignment, with an example that they can take home with them 
· Select another student to be a "study buddy" who can clarify the homework assignment by phone
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