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Student Achievement Toolkit 2006

6th Grade Social Studies

Standards

It will be important for you to familiarize yourself with both the state standards for your grade level and content.  As such, we have provided them for you below.

New York State Social Studies Standards
New York State Standards are given for each content area, and are the same for all grade levels.  What does change by grade level are the “performance indicators” - the tasks and skills recommended for showing mastery of each standard.

New York City Social Studies Standards – Grade 6
New York City Standards are given for each content area. 

Scope and Sequence
The Scope and Sequence takes the city and state standards and pulls them together.  It describes what skills students should be learning throughout the year.  Many teachers use the Scope and Sequence to help in their planning.
Big Goals

Integral to your achievement of significant gains with your students will be the development of big goals and plans to attain these goals.  We have compiled some sample documents from corps members & alumni that may act as a guide as you plan for your classroom.

Sample Big Goals
Long-Term Plan

To reach your big goal, your instructional plans must be efficient, goal-driven and student-centered.  Your long-term plan provides a systematic way to strategically group standards so that every standard is accounted for, logically sequenced and feasibly assessed. Your long-term plan should contain standards to be assessed, remedial standards and enrichment standards for each unit.  

Long-Term Plan  (includes sample unit plans for Units 1 and 2)

· Sample Long-Term Plan from Region 4
· Sample Long-Term Plan from District 10
Assessments & Tracking System

In order to make significant gains, you will need to administer diagnostics and assessments to determine where students are in relationship to the big goal. You will need to evaluate and track student performance on assessments so that you and your students are aware of progress toward the big goal.  Tracking student progress ensures that your data is reliable, objective and that your instructional strategies are keenly focused on student mastery.  Corps members using the growth model will evaluate and track student growth on the tracking systems and assessments provided. Corps members using the mastery model will evaluate and track student mastery of individual standards using the tracking systems and assessments provided.

	Diagnostic / Assessment
	When to Administer
	Tracking tools

	Map Skills Diagnostic
Pull questions from this extensive exam to create a brief geography assessment.
	Fall
	

	Unit Assessments – Based on Standards

· Unit 2
See Unit 1 and Unit 2 plans for detailed suggestions for ongoing assessments.
	Ongoing
	

	World History Final Exam

	Spring
	Tracking System

	Exhibition Assessment

· Bronx University Heights H.S. Exhibitions
· NYC’s Urban Academy in New York City

	Spring
	

	Social Studies Fair

	Spring
	

	Portfolio Assessment

	Spring
	

	NYS Resource Guide to Social Studies Assessment Models

	
	


