KIPP Video

Good observations are often the best professional development any of us can get.  My observations at KIPP were incredibly useful to me as a teacher, and, as a math teacher, I had the opportunity to take away a lot of great learning strategies. 

KIPP does a form of “hip-hop education” where much of their teaching occurs in the form of chants and songs that are easy to teach and fun to learn.  While I could have transcribed the chants, it is best to hear the chants to their beats and see them in practice.  For this reason, we have copies of the KIPP Video in the TFA Resource Library for you to check out.  Remember, the chants aren’t an exclusive way for kids to learn; they work well with other strategies.  They also are tools that need to be repeated constantly until they become internalized.  Rolling numbers, for example, a multiples tool, will take weeks for the kids to internalize and need to be practiced (and assigned for homework) daily for the first month and through the year.  

Below are the different chants and a brief description of each: 

This is the Room:
Motivational Chant

Rolling:


Multiples of 3,4,6,7,8,9,12

Decimal Song:

Decimals Overview

Read Baby Read:

Motivational Chant (KIPP Theme Song)

Catch Me if You Can:
Measurements Mnemonic Devices

Division Song:

Long Division Steps

If you have the opportunity, I strongly recommend that you visit KIPP to see the chants in person.  There are 4 KIPP schools in New York and you can check out the original KIPP’s website at www.kippny.org or schedule a tour with Vanessa Silva, vsilva@kippny.org.  The teacher on the tape, Liz Chase, teaches fifth grade math at KIPP.  

