ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

Overview

Continually assessing and tracking your students’ progress is one of the best ways to improve their academic performance.  However, in secondary math, it can often be challenging due to the number of skills students “should have” entered into your classroom with along with numerous content area skills they should learn in the current year.  

However, it is very possible to make significant gains in your classroom and the best way to do this is to create two separate tracking systems:

*measure the gains students are making in specific skills sets

*measure the gains students are making in content area skills

Diagnostics

At the beginning of the year, students can be diagnosed in two separate ways: a skills diagnostic and a content area diagnostic.  You will find for content area diagnostics for all grade levels.  However, in sixth grade, I recommend using the Brigance to measure skill levels.  A copy of the Brigance can be found in the TFA office.  Once you have administered skills diagnostics and found where your students are at, you can then follow up with daily Skills Binder activities.  In the extras section, you will find information about how to keep students pushing ahead in this area through the course of the year.  

Formative and Summative Assessments

In terms of content area, quizzes can be administered weekly to gain perspective of whether your students understand the material.  For these weekly quizzes, I have also created a tracking form for you to analyze your student data.  I recommend administering cumulative assessments every six weeks are so to gauge student retention of older information.  You can use the overall cumulative assessments to create interim assessments based on what skills you are testing.  

Other Resources

At the TFA office, I have ordered an Assessment Sourcebook (for sixth grade) that gives teachers the opportunity to access numerous assessments of all kinds.  This is an excellent resource for teachers.  In addition, there are good assessment resources on your Impact CD roms from which students can take practice quizzes for each section online and receive immediate feedback.  

Test Prep

The statewide examination in the city is new for sixth and seventh grades.  All exams have been moved up to March, which changes things a great deal for students.  Nonetheless, I have found it useful to continually prepare them for the exam from the first day by assessing them mainly through multiple choice and teaching them strategies through word problems of the day.  

Assessment Formats

While most assessments are ready to use, some will need to be modified for your use.  You have a tracking sheet ready to go for almost all assessments, but be weary of missing pictures in some tests or names that may need changing.  All assessments should be ready to adapt in Microsoft Word.  Some tests are geared at struggling learners (I teach Special Education) and others are geared at excelling learners; however, all should be very easy to differentiate to meet all levels.  

