Literacy Objectives ~ Grades 6-8

MEMOIR / AUTOBIOGRAPHY

Essential Questions: Why do we read and write?  What is the purpose of a memoir?  How is a memoir different from an autobiography? How and why do people choose specific moments to retell?

Class Texts: Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul, Monster, House on Mango Street, Raymond’s Run, Girl, My Rotten Redheaded Older Brother

Final Project: SWBAT write, edit, and publish an original memoir.

Mini Lesson Sequence/Goals:  (many lessons and goals will require more than one day)

SWBAT define narrative writing and identify genres within.

SWBAT List and Recognize Elements of Memoir: hook, sensory description, sequence of events, theme, etc

SWBAT Read and Evaluate Memoirs for Character, Plot, Conflict, Setting, Theme, Voice

SWBAT Make Self-to-Text, Text-to-Text, and Text-to-World Connections while reading

SWBAT Create a High-and-Low Map of their own lives

SWBAT Create a Cause and Effect Map of their own lives

SWBAT choose an event from their own lives to write a memoir

SWBAT create a timeline of that event

SWBAT use visualization to create detail for their memoirs

SWBAT use sensory description to enhance their memoirs

SWBAT write, edit, and publish an original memoir.

State Exam Skills Addressed: Sequencing, Connections, Cause/Effect, Author’s Purpose

NON-FICTION / FEATURE ARTICLE / CRITICAL LENS

Essential Questions: Why is non-fiction important? What is the author’s responsibility in writing a nonfiction piece? What is point of view? How does bias differ from point of view?

Class Texts:   Daily News, New York Times, AM New York, www.timeforkids.com, Time for Kids Box, Teen People
Final Project: SWBAT write, edit, and publish an original expository article using correct essay conventions and correct use of quotations

Mini Lesson Sequence/Goals:  (most will require more than one day)

SWBAT define nonfiction and identify/define genres within (narrative, persuasive, functional documents, expository)

SWBAT list and recognize elements of nonfiction

SWBAT read and evaluate nonfiction articles based on the 5-W’s

SWBAT identify the main idea of an article

SWBAT identify supporting details for an article’s main idea

SWBAT distinguish between fact and opinion in nonfiction articles

SWBAT sequence the events in nonfiction articles

SWBAT identify cause and effect in nonfiction articles

SWBAT identify an author’s purpose for writing 

SWBAT identify an author’s point of view

SWBAT compare/contrast different authors’ points of view

SWBAT distinguish between point of view and bias

SWBAT choose a purpose for writing a non fiction article

SWBAT gather sources for a nonfiction article

SWBAT take notes on sources

SWBAT outline a nonfiction article

SWBAT create a bibliography for their non fiction articles

SWBAT strengthen an article by correctly using quotations

SWBAT write, edit, and publish an original nonfiction article using correct paragraph and essay conventions

State Exam Skills Addressed: Main Idea/Supporting Details, Cause/Effect, Author’s Purpose, Compare/Contrast, Fact/Opinion

 REALISTIC FICTION

Essential Questions:  What is historical fiction?  How does historical fiction differ from fiction/memoir/autobiography?  How does theme play into historical fiction? Why do writers choose this genre to teach about historical events?

Class Texts: (excerpts): SOS Titanic, Nowhere to Call Home, Slave Dancer, Beyond the Burning Time, A Year Down Under, Anne Frank’s Diary (adapted play version)
Final Project: SWBAT create, edit, and publish a cartoon/picture book of a historical event

Mini Lesson Sequence/Goals:

SWBAT define fiction

SWBAT list, define, recognize elements of historical fiction

SWBAT read and evaluate historical fiction pieces using story elements, story maps, and venn diagrams

SWBAT make inferences and predictions about historical fiction pieces

SWBAT visualize settings in historical fiction stories

SWBAT sequence events in historical fiction stories

SWBAT choose a historical event from their social studies class to create a historical fiction story

SWBAT create a timeline of their event

SWBAT create illustrations of their event.

SWBAT create, edit, and publish a cartoon/picture book of a historical event.

State Exam Skills Addressed: Sequence, Author’s Purpose, Cause and Effect, Inference/Prediction

POETRY

Essential Questions: What is poetry? Are there rules?  Why is poetry an effective way to reach people, especially young people?  How are songs and poems used to convey messages? Why is the structure of a poem important?

Class Texts: Where the Sidewalk Ends, Hip-Hop and the Classics in the Classroom, Bronx Masquerade, The Rose that Grew from Concrete 

Final Project: SWBAT create, edit, and publish an original poetry anthology

Mini Lesson Sequence/Goals: 

SWBAT define poetry and identify poetic devices

SWBAT recognize examples of poetic devices

SWBAT create examples of poetic devices

SWBAT evaluate the themes of poems

SWBAT evaluate rhyme scheme of poems

SWBAT brainstorm ideas for types of poems addressed in class (ode, narrative, biographical, haiku)

SWBAT incorporate poetic devices into their poems

State Exam Skills Addressed: Figurative Language, theme, author’s purpose, context clues

PERSUASION

Essential Questions:  How is persuasion used in positive and negative ways? How do writers use poetic devices to make arguments believable? How do we break down false arguments with counter arguments?

Class Texts: newspapers, commercials

Final Project: SWBAT create, edit, and publish a persuasive article

Mini Lesson Sequence/Goals:

SWBAT define persuasion and persuasive techniques

SWBAT read persuasive pieces and identify the argument

SWBAT read persuasive pieces and create counter-arguments

SWBAT identify the supporting details for an argument

SWBAT distinguish between fact and opinion in a persuasive piece

SWBAT create a thesis argument for a persuasive article

SWBAT outline supporting detail paragraphs for a persuasive article

SWBAT research a topic for supporting information

SWBAT take testimony for a persuasive article

SWBAT create an effective hook for a persuasive article

SWBAT create and dispute a counter argument for their persuasive article 

SWBAT create, edit, and publish a persuasive article

State Exam Skills Addressed: purpose, sequence, fact/opinion, cause/effect, main idea, supporting details

PLAYS

Essential Questions: How does dialogue help us to make inferences about characters? How do plays balance thematic messages and entertainment?  How do we use character analysis to connect to characters? 

Class Texts: Romeo and Juliet, Short Plays and Scenes for Teenagers, Monster 

Final Project: SWBAT brainstorm, create, and edit a creative response to literature group project (scene performance, scene rewrite, newspaper)

Mini Lesson Sequence/Goals: 

SWBAT define drama

SWBAT identify the elements of a drama: character, plot, setting, stage direction, dialogue, monologue, script, antagonist, protagonist, tragic flaw, etc

SWBAT read and story map examples of short dramas

SWBAT follow a character’s development through a scene or play

SWBAT identify tragic flaw

SWBAT observe and evaluate theme 

SWBAT create a setting for a dramatic scene

SWBAT create an original script containing monologue, dialogue, and stage directions

SWBAT brainstorm create and edit a creative response to literature in a group project

State Exam Skills Addressed: character analysis, theme, purpose, context clues, 

PORTFOLIO

Essential Questions: How did we grow as readers and writers this year?  How is writing used to look back?  Where could we still improve?

Class Texts: Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul, Student Portfolios

Final Project: SWBAT organize portfolios and create a class literary magazine of best work

Mini Lesson Sequence/Goals:

SWBAT evaluate portfolio to see if anything is missing

SWBAT make final edits on portfolio work

SWBAT create a cover sheet and reflection for each piece in portfolio

SWBAT choose a piece they are most proud of for the class literary magazine

