POLITICS UNIT 2 ASSESSMENT

Editorial Article on the role of the media in America

Purpose: The purpose of this assessment is to allow students to create an opinionated editorial piece that will expand their prior knowledge of developing opinions and justifying them with evidence, support, and details. In this assessment students will be asked to address a series of questions within an editorial based article context. Students will answer these questions throughout their article and seek to defend their positions with evidence from class, primary sources, secondary sources, and minor outside research if necessary. 

Task: In class we have studied and discussed several editorial articles. Your job is to create your own editorial article that reflects your understanding of the questions listed below. If you are uncertain of how to create an editorial article you can check any major newspaper, the New York Times in particular is an excellent source of comparison. Your article must have a title and be in columns as they would appear in any major newspaper. 
Your article should address the following: 

· What is the role of the media in the United States

· How has the media affected the country in a positive light? 

· How has the media affected the country negatively? 
· What events throughout history have been portrayed by the media and what was the American response to such efforts. 

· Does the media have a more positive and informative effect on the American public or a more negative and misguided effect. 

· What are your suggestions for improving the process in which the media obtains, structures, and or delivers information to the American public?
Your article should be organized in a column format. This can be done using Microsoft word by clicking on the icon on the toolbar that resembles two side by side columns next to the drawing icon. This will automatically format your work into columns for you so that you won’t have to. 

Remember an editorial response is one that reveals your opinions and feelings. Also remember that an opinion is only as good as the information that supports it, so do not leave your ideas hanging out to dry. Use relevant examples from class, the readings we have completed, and background information if you find it necessary. 
