Unit 15: The Age of Imperialism; Gimmie All you got!

Description: The Age of Imperialism is a great cause and effect or chain reaction unit that is a direct result of Industrialization and a direct cause of World War I. This unit also lends itself to the extremely significant lesson of global history: Multiple perspectives. All too often living in America allows us to become very locally or centrally focused on domestic affairs. This unit allows students to walk in another’s shoes for at least the class period. The assessment for this unit asks the students to write a letter, create a political cartoon, or comic book strip that demonstrates their ability to empathize with other cultures during the Age of Imperialism. 

Themes: Superiority, Social, Political, and Economic Change, Cause and effect, Chain reactions or historical connections. 

Essential Questions: 

· Is it ever justified for one country to attempt to take over and control another?

· How will the Age of Imperialism affect different countries in different ways?

· How can I place myself in someone else’s shoes and attempt to think about how they feel in a particular situation?
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Assessment: This assessment will allow students to take multiple perspectives and examine the events of the Age of Imperialism from someone else’s point of view. The assignment itself with teacher expectations can be found in the assessment portion of this resource CD. You can minimize the amount of options available; however, the students seem to value the choice and demonstrate that through their investment. Students should write a letter, draw a picture, create a political cartoon, write a poem, or create a comic book strip that highlights the Age of Imperialism from one countries perspective. For example one student might wish to develop a political cartoon from the Japanese perspective while the borders were being forcibly opened by the United States.  
