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Student Achievement Toolkit 2006

High School English – Grades 9-12 

Standards

It will be important for you to familiarize yourself with both the state standards for your grade level and content.  As such, we have provided them for you below.

New York State ELA Standards
New York State Standards are given for each content area, and are the same for all grade levels.  What does change by grade level are the “performance indicators” - the tasks and skills recommended for showing mastery of each standard.

New York City ELA Standards – Introduction
New York City Standards are given for each content area, and are very similar across grade levels.  Specific standards are given for 4, 8, and 10 grades.  Teachers need to interpolate the standards for the grades not specified from these given standards.  Since the High School Standards document is so large, it is split into the following parts.

· High School 1
· High School 2
· Appendix
Big Goals

Integral to your achievement of significant gains with your students will be the development of big goals and plans to attain these goals.  We have compiled some sample documents from corps members & alumni that may act as a guide as you plan for your classroom.

Sample Big Goals
Long-Term Plan

To reach your big goal, your instructional plans must be efficient, goal-driven and student-centered.  Your long-term plan provides a systematic way to strategically group standards so that every standard is accounted for, logically sequenced and feasibly assessed. Your long-term plan should contain standards to be assessed, remedial standards and enrichment standards for each unit.  

**Please note:  In high school ELA, the standards are the same for each grade.  Unlike in middle school, there is only one test that the students are ultimately preparing for in order to graduate high school - the ELA Regents.  Therefore, it is more the level of text that will change from grade to grade as opposed to the skills and content that is being addressed.  Classes that are not taking the Regents may want to substitute a unit on research papers for the test prep unit.

Long-Term Plan
· Overarching ELA Skills (these skills will be integrated to all units through the specific objectives)
Sample Unit Plans

	· College Essay
	

	· Poetry
	

	· Their Eyes Were Watching God
· Macbeth
	


Assessments & Tracking System

In order to make significant gains, you will need to administer diagnostics and assessments to determine where students are in relationship to the big goal. You will need to evaluate and track student performance on assessments so that you and your students are aware of progress toward the big goal.  Tracking student progress ensures that your data is reliable, objective and that your instructional strategies are keenly focused on student mastery.  Corps members using the growth model will evaluate and track student growth on the tracking systems and assessments provided. Corps members using the mastery model will evaluate and track student mastery of individual standards using the tracking systems and assessments provided.

	Diagnostic / Assessment
	When to Administer
	Tracking tools

	Diagnostic:

Reading:  

Fry Oral Reading ~ Tracker
and

McLeod Comprehension
Writing: Have students respond to sample college application essay questions.  Grade based on Regents writing rubric (found with sample exams below).
	Fall
	Tracking System

	Mid Year Assessment:

Use a sample Regents exam 

(see links on following page)
	Winter
	

	End of Year Assessment:

Regents exam 

(see links on following page)
	Spring

(Date determined by state.)
	

	Unit Assessments – Based on Standards

· *Blank Assessment Template
Use this as a foundation for scaffolding your assessments as the year progresses.

· Macbeth
· Night
· Flowers for Algernon
· Their Eyes Were Watching God
· The Metamorphosis
· Short Story
· Poetry
· Poetry Essay
· Poetry Portfolio
	Ongoing
	


Standardized Assessments 

	new york state regents

When to Administer

Tracking tools

	January 2005

Session 1:

· Examination Book
· Teacher Dictation Copy
Session 2:

· Examination Book
· Scoring Key
	June 2005

Session 1:

· Examination Book
· Scoring Key
· Teacher Dictation Copy
Session 2:

· Examination Book
· Scoring Key


