
Instructional Strategies

ESL is not limited to oral development and speaking, but also includes instruction in all communication skills.  You are charged with making learning English a meaningful experience.  Below you will find a link to information about the different methods of ESL instruction.

· The ESL teacher provides students with activities that help them achieve academic success in content areas such as social studies, math and science.  

· The ESL teacher uses ESL techniques that foster language development while simultaneously reinforcing content area skills.  

· The ESL teacher uses materials and practices that are often designed to include aspects of the culture of the United States and student’s native culture, both of which are represented in a positive and sensitive manner.  

Methods:  

1. Total Physical Response (TPR)

· http://www.sil.org/lingualinks/LANGUAGELEARNING/WaysToApproachLanguageLearning/TotalPhysicalResponse.htm
· Visit this website for an in-depth look at how to structure your classroom for total physical response instruction.

2. Language Experience Approach (LEA)

· http://www.sasked.gov.sk.ca/docs/ela/e_literacy/language.html
· This is great website that describes what the Language Experience Approach is.  It is based on the shared experiences of your students. 

3. The Natural Approach

· http://www.sil.org/lingualinks/LANGUAGELEARNING/WaysToApproachLanguageLearning/TheNaturalApproach.htm
For more links to websites that describe different methods of teaching for ELL students, visit http://www.sil.org/lingualinks/LANGUAGELEARNING/WaysToApproachLanguageLearning/ABriefSurveyOfLanguageLearning.htm.

This is an excellent website that provides concise directives for structuring your lessons with the needs of your students in mind. 

