Writing Workshop Outline
1. Attitudes toward Writing

a. Past Experience with Writing

b. Self Evaluation of Writing Progress

i.  Beginning survey

ii. Midterm survey

iii. Closing survey


2. Strategies for Getting Words on Paper

a.  Where do writers start?
b.  Some writing experiments


i. 
getting acquainted


ii.
writing with and without a dictionary

iii. silent conversations

3. Coping with Common Writing Problems

a. What do I write about?  Choosing a topic

b. Revising: Peer Conferences

i. What Readers look for

j. Oral Peer Response

k. Written Peer Response

c. Adapting writing for different audiences

d. Dealing with writer’s block

4. Personal Writing

a. Experiences

b. People

c. Places

5. More Formal Writing

a. History: Interviewing with a Purpose
b. Cultural Contrasts

c. Looking at America: Different Perspectives

d. Matters of  Life and Death

Readings for Writing Workshop
Experiences

Haing Ngor A Cambodian Odyssey
478 pages

This book tells the life story of the Cambodian doctor who starred in the movie The Killing Fields.

Mathabane, Mark Kaffir Boy
408 pages

This is the autobiography of a young black South African, who grew up under the system of apartheid. After winning a tennis scholarship to an American university, he went on to become a journalist and lecturer.

Rivera, Edward Family Installments: Memories of Growing Up Hispanic
299 pages In this vividly detailed autobiography, Rivera describes his early life in Puerto Rico and his education on the streets and in the schools of New York’s East Harlem.

Santiago, Esmeralda When I Was Puerto Rican
From a rippled zinc shack in rural Puerto Rico to "the better life" in a decaying Brooklyn tenement, the author's Puerto Rican childhood is one of sorcery, smoldering war between the sexes, and high comedy. Hers is a portrait of a harsh but enchanted world that can never be reclaimed.
Tan, Amy The Joy Luck Club 288 pages

This novel consists of a series of stories told by four Chinese mothers and their daughters, who were raised in America

People

Brodkey, Harold First Love and Other Sorrows. 233 pages

Love in its many different forms, is the theme of these short stories by a contemporary American writer.

Garcia Marquez, Gabriel, Chronicle of a Death Foretold 143 pages

This short novel won the Nobel Prize for literature in 1982.  It describes the murder of Santiago Nasar, as it was perceived by many people in his native village.

Joyce, James Dubliners  224 pages

In this famous book of short stories, Joyce portrays some of the people of his native city, Dublin.  Especially recommended are “Araby,” “Clay,”  “Eveline” and “A Painful Case.”

Kincaid, Jamaica. Annie John. 148 pages

In this short novel, Jamaica Kincaid tells the story of a young girl’s passage from childhood into adolescence.

O’Conner,Flannery. Everything That Rises Must Converge. 269 pages

This collection of short stories portrays unusual characters whose lives are defined by their narrow views.

Salinger, J.D. The Catcher in the Rye. 214 pages.  

This is a novel about a 16-year-old boy who struggles to find his own identity in a world that appears “phony” to him.

Places

Dinesen, Isak. Out of Africa  and Shadows on the Grass. 502 pages

These books, originally published in 1937 and 1960, respectively, were inspired by the author’s love for the land and the people of Africa.

Huynh Quang Nhuong. The Land I Lost. 127 pages

This short book describes the adventures of a young boy living in a small village in the central highlands of Vietnam.  It is the author’s first book and is written in his second language, English.

Matthiessen, Peter. The Snow Leopard. 338 pages

This book tells of two journeys: the author’s two-month-long trek through the Himalaya Mountains of Nepal in pursuit of the rare snow leopard and, at the same time, his spiritual search for a deeper understanding of Buddhism.

Moon,William Least Heat. Blue Highways. 435 pages.

At the age of thirty-eight, Moon, a Native American, got into his battered van and began a journey across America.  This book tells about the places he saw and the people he met.

Interviewing with a Purpose

Botkin, B.A., ed. Lay My Burden Down: A Folk History of Slavery. 298 pages

Compiled by unemployed writers and researchers during the Depression of the1930s, this book contains the stories of former slaves, who were freed at the end of the Civil War.

Coles,Robert. Uprooted Children: The Early life of Migrant Farm Workers 121 pages

In order to understand the lives of the children of migrant workers, Coles lived for extended periods with the families he was studying, traveled with them from place to place, and worked in the fields alongside them.

Haley, Alex. Roots. 729 pages

Aided by the stories his grandfather had told him as a child, Haley was able to trace the history of his own family through the days of slavery and back to the time of his ancestor’s abduction from Africa by slave traders.

Kessner, Thomas and Caroli, Betty Boyd. Today’s Immigrants, Their Stories: A New Look at the Newest Americans. 317 pages

This book begins with a historical analysis of immigration to the United States, but most of the book is devoted to the stories of recent immigrants as told to the authors.

Terkel, Studs. Working. 762 pages

Over a three-year period, Terkel talked to people about the work they do.  The book consists primarily of transcripts from these interviews.

Cultural Contrasts

Achebe, Chinua. Things Fall Apart. 192 pages. 

This novel, set in Nigeria around 1900, deals with the effects of Western civilization on traditional tribal culture.

Liu Zongren. Two Years in the Melting Pot. 205 pages

Liu Zongren, a Chinese journalist who was sent to the United States for two years, reveals the mixed emotions of a man who made many new American friends, but continued to miss his family and native country.

Mead, Margaret. Culture and Commitment: The New Relationships Between the Generations in the 1970s.  178 pages.

This book by the well-known American anthropologist explains how cultures, and families in particular, are changing in the second half of the twentieth century.

Rachlin, Nahid. Foreigner. 192 pages

This novel describes the conflicts of an Iranian woman who returns to her native country after spending many years in the United States.

Rodriguez, Richard. Hunger of Memory. 195 pages

Written as a series of essays on such subjects as bilingual education and affirmative action, this book by a Mexican-American describes the gains and losses involved in moving from one social class to another.

Salzman, Mark. Iron and Silk. 211 pages

Mark Salzman’s interest in martial arts led him to study Chinese in college and later to accept a two-year teaching assignment in a Chinese university.  This book tells the story of those two years.

Looking at America: Different Perspectives
The books here are for information about writing based on research.

American Psychological Association.  Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association.  The APA style is usually preferred for writing in the natural or social sciences.

Gibaldi, Joseph, and Achert,William S., eds. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers.  The MLA style is used most often for writing in the humanities.

Turabian, Kate L. Student’s Guide for Writing College Papers. This book clearly explains the research process.

