Literary Nonfiction

Questions to think about

· In what language will students write?  

· New arrivals will write in Spanish unless they choose otherwise.  They should do their research in Spanish.  After each craft minilesson in English I can quickly review the skill with them and they try it.

· Students who feel comfortable should write in English.

· How will I support students writing in English?  

- These students should do their research in English, relying on cognates and pictures to help with comprehension. 

- I can form writing partnerships between stronger and less strong students (in English).  They can work together daily to understand the books they read and to produce their own language for their writing.

- They will make only Question and Answer or ABC books.  They are already familiar with ABC books.  They may keep their text simple and use many diagrams and drawings with labels.

· Where will students get research books?

-We have many nonfiction texts in English in the classroom.  They may certainly use these.

-We have a small amount of Spanish nonfiction texts in the classroom and they may use these.

-Arrange a time (during morning tutoring) with Ms. Jorisch for students to visit the school library looking for research in their area.

-Arrange a field trip to the public library on 179th St.  Figure out when they will have picked a topic and schedule the trip for then.  Call soon.

535 West 179th Street, 10033-5799.
(212) 927-3533
-Students who have internet at home should take advantage of that.  I can also look up and print information from the internet to bring to class.

· What texts will we use as mentor texts?


- look through the mentor texts on the shelf.  Check off on the appendix as I find them.  Choose good ones (easy to understand) for interactive read alouds.

Mentor Texts  (*= look for)

ABC books:

Firefighters A-Z*

Capital! Washington DC from A-Z

Into the A,B, Sea

Swahili Alphabet book

Journey Around New York from A to Z

On Your Toes: A Ballet ABC

P is for Passport

Any others in our basket.

Poetry with Facts:

Cactus Poems

Refer to appendix of ALL unit

Narrative with Facts:

Mira hacia el norte / Look to the North

Insects Are My Life *, about a student who becomes an expert in her chosen area

My New York*

Question/Answer:

Why Do Spiders Spin Webs?

Vegetarian Fact Book

Will also want baskets of Informational Texts.  Students should sort them by topic.

Week 1- Immersion through interactive read alouds

Day 1- Begin to build a definition of literary nonfiction- subgenre: ABC book

Materials: Firefighters A-Z
Connection: We are starting a new writing unit that I think they will like.  One thing they can already notice is different from other writing units is that I will teach the lessons in English and many of you will write in English.  This writing genre is called literary nonfiction.  Literary, like literary essay, means it has to do with literature, stories.  Nonfiction means that it has facts, information.

This week we are going to be reading books from different subgenres (within literary nonfiction there are different kinds of it) so that we can build a definition of what literary nonfiction is.  You will also begin to think about topics for your own literary nonfiction texts.

You are going to find that we already know a lot about literary nonfiction, because ABC books are one kind of literary nonfiction (refer to Native Americans abc book).  The first book we are going to read is called Firefighters A-Z.  That tells us that it is an ABC book.

Teaching/AE:  Before we read we build prior knowledge. Turn and talk about what you know about firefighters.  Share and I write facts on chart.

Interactive read aloud- while we read we can identify facts we knew and some new ones.  Point out where I am using cognates strategy, and where I am using pictures to help me understand.

Make sure to note the author’s note at the back of the book which explains that the author, Chris Demarest, has become an expert on his topic from the personal experience of being a volunteer firefighter.

Add facts to chart that we have learned.

Then look at labeled drawing.  Can use that to learn more facts to add to the chart.

Point out that nonfiction writers give information through words and through drawings.

Link: With remaining time students can replicate the labeled drawing in their writer’s notebook.  Write the genre as a title.

Day 2- Begin to build a definition of literary nonfiction- subgenre: narrative embedded with facts.

Materials: Look to the North, by Jean Craighead George.  In Trofeos Mira hacia el norte

Chart for reading response

Connection: repeat in Spanish introduction to the genre, say that we are also already familiar with another text that falls in the category of literary nonfiction: mira hacia el norte.  We do have this book in English too if they want to check it out (maybe).

Teaching: Look at cover.  If you haven’t read book, tell your partner what you think it will be about.  If you have read it, tell you partner something you remember about it.  Share.

Ask students to think about why the author may have written the book.  Motivation.

Then read the introduction (on back cover) that tells about how she followed the wolf pups all across this country to observe and care for them.  She tells us why she loves them and this reveals to us why she has chosen to write this book.

Before starting the read-aloud, point out that the book is organized chronologically like a real diary.  Begins with an indication of the changing seasons and uses the word “cuando” over and over to mark a change in time.   The section will describe the growth of the family of wolf pups.

After reading, create a reading response chart with the whole class.  Record their responses.  Encourage responses that reflect on the text and its form.  

Suggest they think about why the author wrote the book.

Encourage connections to their own lives.

Example chart: 

The pups are born in the beginning of the book.  The book describes how the pups grow up to be adult wolves.  The author must really love wolves to learn so much about them.  She gives them names like children in a real family.  The story is like a circle.  It starts with the pups being born and ends with the new pups about to be born.  It includes the whole life cycle of the lobeznos.  The author must have done a lot of research to be able to write so much about wolves.

Link: If there is time remaining students may draw or write about the story in whatever way they wish.

______________________________________________________________________

Day 3 - Begin to build a definition of literary nonfiction- subgenre: poetry embedded with facts

Materials: Cactus Poems, write 2 selected poems on chart.  “Water secret/The Oldest” “bobcat Watching/Howl” and “Slow and Steady/ Cottontail”

Teaching:  Read the introduction of the book to the class.  It describes how the author discovered his love for the desert during a trip he took their twenty-five years ago.

Turn and talk:  What do they know about the desert?

Look at text, highlight cognates they will be able to understand.

Read one of the poems on the chart.  They can read chorally with me.  Volunteers might try to read a line by themselves to hear it in a different voice.  Repeat this process with the second poem

Discuss responses to the poem, write some on a chart.

Link: Students can copy the poem they prefer and illustrate it.

Day 4- immersion in the genre: question and answer books

Materials: Why Spiders Spin Webs, copies of contents, index, spiders page to share.

Opening: Another kind of literary nonfiction is a question and answer book.  This is an example.  It is called Why Spiders Spin Webs, and I am looking at the illustrations and I see that there are a lot of different insects and bugs in this book, so think about some bugs that you know and tell your partner.

Teaching: Pass out contents to some kids, index to others.  Use the contents and index to see if we can find info about the bugs they have mentioned.

So one important feature of this nonfiction text is that is has a table of contents and an index  (ABC order) to help you know what the book will be about and look up where to find info.  

Other features: illustrations, captions to explain what’s going on in the picture.

Read Aloud:  Read the page about spiders, they follow on copies.

Link:  we are going to start to gather facts to write our own nonfiction.  And something good writers do it gather facts in their writer;s notebooks.  So you can copy some interesting facts or drawings into your writer’s notebook.  Make sure you write where it came from, because it’s not your info, it’s from this author.

DAY 5-  Fact Dropping: Did you know?

Materials:  chart of interesting facts that I have looked up.

Opening: Yesterday we learned some interesting facts about spiders and some other insects.  Good writers get ideas from facts they find interesting, and they use them in their nonfiction writing.  Because we will be writing our own nonfiction, we are going to start gathering interesting facts.

Teaching:  Here are some facts that I looked up on the internet and seemed interesting to me.  

Did you know that….?

· The human head weighs 8 pounds.  (jerry macguire)

· Robins eat more than they weigh everyday.

· Adult blue whales are about  feet long.

· Hawaii was the 50th state added to the united states.

· Delaware was the first of the united states.

· Bats sleep upside down.

· Cheetahs are the fastest running mammal.

· The Earth is 75% water (oceans) and 25% land (7 continents)

· Pearls grow inside oysters

· Cows have 4 stomachs

· there are more puertoricans living in new york city than in puerto rico

· new york city is the 3rd largest city in the world, mexico city the 2nd

· Tokyo, japan is the largest city in the world (population)

AE:  They can share interesting facts they know with partners.  

How else can we find more.  Maybe in books.  

Link:  choices: copy down facts from my chart and add some of your own.  Look through books to write down facts.

HW:  find out at least 3 interesting facts (factoids) and write them in writer’s notebook.

DAY 6,7- Begin to define literary nonfiction and its subgenres

Materials: baskets of lit nonfiction books by subgenre: narrative, poetry, Q and A, ABC book.  Chart paper for writing features

Opening: Today we want to start to be able to define what literary nonfiction is.  But we know that there are different subgenres so we will have to look through all of them.  We have been reading them and noticing a little bit  what some of their features are (what they are like).  In order to eventually use the interesting facts we are writing, we have to know how to write each subgenre.

 So today we will be looking through books to see features they have and make  list.

Teaching:  I model looking through narrative and begin to notice features.  It’s a story, facts.  Verbally.

Link: Students are grouped and each group looks through a stack of books in a particular subgenre.  5 min. silent reading.  They can write features on the chart paper.  It’s ok if it’s not spelling right, I can write it over.

A 5th station can be organizing informational texts by topic, not by genre.

Cycle through 2 subgenres.  Do the other 2 on Day 2 of this.

WRITING Thursday 3/23/06

F.S. How does an author become an expert on something?

	Materials/prep
	Chart: “We are (or will become) experts on:” with kids names 

	Connection
	We have been reading literary nonfiction, and we have created some definitions of the different subgenres of it.  We are going to begin collecting information for our own literary nonfiction texts.  Next week you will select a topic.  Before you do, there are a few things to consider.  You will want to consider what you already know a lot about, and also you will consider what is interesting to you.  Today we are going to talk about topics we already know a lot about and how we can become true experts on these topics.

	Teaching/Model
	I know that there are some things I know a lot about, and some things I really don’t know so much about.  I think about the experiences I have had in my life, and I know a lot about those things.   

Softball- played since I was 8.  

Teaching 4th grade

Word games

Tennis.  Koalas.  Clothes.  Stripes.

	Engagement
	Think about your own personal experiences.  You will realize that you know a lot about many things.  Pets, sports, music, dance, art, baseball cards, dolls, stickers, stuffed animals, rocks, 

Tell partner, share what partner said.  

I collect on chart and write their names.

Then I model making a web about my topic (koalas)

	Link
	In notebooks, choose a topic they know a lot about and write what they know.  Can make a web, list, or narrative, and can include illustrations.

	Share
	Students share webs with partners.


WRITING 

F.S. Building entries: wonderings

	Materials/prep
	Previous charts.  Write my wonderings on the chart.

	Connection
	Yesterday we talked about what we are experts on, or what we want to become experts about.  We want to have a lot of seed ideas to pick from for our work, so today we are going to learn another way to generate seed ideas, which we have tried before.  Today we will get ideas from things we wonder about

	Teaching/Model
	We wonder about a lot of things, and those things can make good topics for our literary nonfiction pieces.

1.  How does my TV work?

2.  How does the internet work?

3.  How do instruments make sounds?

4.  How does my voice make sound?

5.  How many languages are spoken in the world?

6.  Why do dogs wag their tail?

7.  How can fish breathe under water?

8.  Why have I never seen any baby pigeons?

9.  Why are there so many rats in NYC?

10.  How does my ring change colors?

	Engagement
	Think about some questions you have.  Say “I wonder…”

	Link
	Make list of wonderings in writer’s notebook.

	Share
	Share lists with partners.


WRITING 

F.S.  Selecting a topic

	Materials/prep
	Previous charts.  Write my wonderings and expert topics.  Criteria for a good topic on chart.

	Connection
	Notebooks to rug

We wrote what we are experts about, and we wrote about some other interests we have with our wonderings.  Today we are going to look at those topics and choose one to write our literary nonfiction piece about.

	Teaching/Model
	Criteria:

· I already know something about it and I want to learn more. OR

· I know a little about it, and I am motivated to become an expert.

· The topic is not too big or too small.

· The topic will be easy to research.  There are a variety of resources available (books or magazines at my reading level, places I can observe, people I can interview, websites for kids, etc.)

I model thinking out loud:  I could definitely find resources on koalas, probably not on stripes.  But I already know a lot about koalas.  I am the most motivated to learn more about my TV, or the internet, or about how instruments make sound.  I think I could find books about sound.  And I know some people who know a lot about it that I could interview.

	Engagement
	Reread entries.

	Link
	Mark entries that you are think fit the criteria with post-its and write the topic on the note.

I must confer to help students narrow down their topics and make sure they are plausible—especially the part about being able to find reading materials on their level.

LEAVE ENOUGH TIME FOR A SHARE

	Share
	Students announce their choices and I write them on a chart.  This way, other students can share resources they might know of for classmates’ topics.


WRITING

F.S. How to take notes

	Materials/prep
	Chart for note-taking ideas. Copies of passage from one of texts

	Connection
	Now that we have a source of information about the topic, we will read our books, and then we will have to know how to take notes on the important information.

	Teaching/Model
	Discuss criteria for taking notes.  Explain the difference between copying from a book verbatim and putting what’s been read in one’s own words.  On a chart, record their ideas about note-taking.

· Write what’s important

· Write what’s interesting

· Use separate cards or pages for different topics

· Write the main ideas

· Write down the information on the topic you are studying

· Not full sentences

Include the source you used

	Engagement
	Read aloud a short nonfiction passage from something. (can be insects because already have  copies).  They read along with photocopies.  Imagine their topic is spiders.

Raise their hand when they hear something “noteworthy”

-Then chart the information generated by the whole class. 

-Show them format – Source: title, by author

	Link
	Review criteria for note-taking and They go off to take notes on their chosen topics.

	Conference
	Ask them to explain the criteria they are using for note-taking

	Share
	Ask them what was challenging about putting notes in their own words.  What was easy.  A couple may read excerpts from their notes.

	HW
	


Literary Nonfiction

Monday 4.3.06- How do authors learn about their topic? / Interviewing small group.

*bring notebooks to rug
Opening:  we have started to practice one way that authors learn about their topics: by reading about it.  but authors have other ways that they learn about their topics, like jane yolen in look to the north.  Read author’s note on that.  Also read author’s note on firefighters a-z.  how did those authors learn about their topics?

Mini-lesson:  brainstorm other ways  you can learn about a topic, tell partner.  Share.  We make a chart: Read books, see on TV, write about a part of it, ask questions, observe it closely, look at pictures, interview someone who know, draw pictures about it, wonder about it, look more closely at one thing.

-they take notes on this, want it to be in notebook.

Link:  choose one of these ways that you can do today to try and find out more about your topic.  You might keep reading, you might study pictures.  You might try to draw it.  you might write what you wonder about it.

	interview

Small group:  ask if anyone knows a real expert on their topic that they can interview.  Nathaly with hair maybe.  Meet on the rug for interviewing lesson.  When someone knows a lot about a topic, you can ask them questions to get more info.  This is called an interview.

I model by interviewing a student about their expert topic.  I record questions and responses on chart paper.

They should try this some time this week with their expert and bring the info in to keep in writing folder.


Share:  share with partners.  Which way did you choose of learning more today?  Reading and taking notes?  Drawing?  Looking at pictures?  Wondering?

Tuesday 4.4.06- Gathering more around a topic: read about your topic

Chart: features of nonfiction

Opening:  Now that you have selected topics, and found resources on them.  We are going to practice something that authors do.  They read about their topic, to know a lot.

Mini-lesson: when we read nonfiction, we can use all its features to help us get info.  Brainstorm what features nonfiction has: can refer to charts on individual subgenres.

Pictures, diagrams, glossary, index, contents, captions, bold words, italics, etc.

review note-taking format.  Read Aloud from my TV book.  Model note-taking.  I was wondering about how the TV works, so that is the section I want to read first.

- sends pictures from one place to another

- camera collects light through its lens

- inside the camera mirrors divide light into red, green, blue

-colors in tubes of each color

- copy diagrams because are important.

- tv program has sound: audio and picture: video

- transmitter puts video and audio together and sends out to antenna

Work:  Students read their sources and take notes on important, interesting, whatever information.  This represents what you learned today about your topic.

Share:  share with partners your notes—that is what you learned today about your topic.

Wednesday 4.5.06 – using double sided entry for note-taking
Opening:  we talked about different ways that authors get information, and right now we are practicing getting information by reading books.  We tried on way of note-taking, which is to write down or draw what you think is interesting and important.  today I want to show you a way to take notes that lets you write down what you are thinking about those facts also.

Mini-lesson:  use Look to the North. Make chart.

Big ideas or WOW facts--------------------------------------------What I think or wonder

Wolf pups are blind and deaf when they are born—WOW----I wonder if dogs are like that too

Wolf mothers stay in tunnel-like dens with babies until they are 2 weeks old—I think she must be glad to finally get some fresh air and sunshine when she comes out.

AE: read another WOW or interesting fact.  Students talk with their partners about what they think or wonder.  

Link:  with their own books, try this double-sided entry note-taking.  Same thing—looking for important or interesting information, but then on the other side, you want to write what you think or wonder about it.  can be on same notes page if is from same source, or you can start another.

They should be keeping all notes in folders.  

Conferring:  make sure students are getting info and taking good notes.

Share: share with partners.  I can share good ones with the class.

Thursday 4.6.06 –double sided notes

Prep:  copy some notes from other day into left column of new chart.

Opening: we are gathering more info about our selected topics.  Yesterday we tried a way to take notes that lets us include what we are thinking or wondering.  I liked this way of taking notes, so I am going to try it again with my own topic:  television.

Mini-lesson: I model reading first few pages of TV book.  Pick out big ideas or WOW facts and write them in left column.  Write what I think or wonder on other side.  I must be gathering info for my own piece.  Leave space for this on charts.

I look back at notes:  about how tv works.-- I notice that this book is from 1982.  How many years ago?  I wonder if they have made new technology or if it is still this way?

-First black and white camera tube and picture tube by Russian in 1929.

- 1936, TV broadcasts is NYC.  I think it happened in NY first because it is a big cit with a lot of technology.

-people were amazed in 1939 to see it.  TV seems pretty normal to me.  I wonder what it felt like to see it for the first time?

AE:  I read a fact or big idea, they talk to partners about what they think or wonder.

Link: continue to take notes this way.  You might want to use a different book if you read most of your first one.  Or same one if have not finished.

Conferring:  make sure students are getting enough info on topic and taking good notes.

Share:  with partners.  Exemplary with class.

Students may need another day of note-taking.

Friday 4.7.06  ABC book Try-it


Prep: write out a few pages of my ABC book on a chart.

Opening:  You have been gathering lots of info on your topics.  It is time for us to start trying to use the info we have gathered from research in the format of a literary nonfiction book.  

Review the 4 subgenres: ABC, Q&A, poetry, narrative.  I would like you to choose ABC or Q&A.  Today we will try out an ABC book for our topics.

Mini-lesson:  use chart to review ABC format.  Read an excerpt from one of the ABC books.  

Then I think out loud about the info I have been gathering.

Television: ABC book

All over the world, people watch television.

Blue: Blue is one of the 3 colors of the picture tube that is inside a television.  The picture tube in the TV receives signals from a transmitter and separates it into 3 parts: blue, red, and green.

Camera: A television camera sees light through its lens

Director: the director is in charge of the show

AE: 

E- entertainment

Link:  today you will need to look back at your notes and your sources and try out your work as an ABC book.  You may not end up doing an ABC book, (might be question and answer), but you should try it this way.  Write it on a paper with the heading I have.  Will put it away in folder.  You may decide to keep doing an ABC book.

Share:  share with partners the work you have gathered.

Question and Answer Try-it

Opening:  yesterday we tried imagining our work as an ABC book.  I think it worked for some of us.  Today I want to try to imagine our work in a different format—question and answer.

Minilesson: Read Aloud excerpts from familiar Q&A book- insects.  Review features on chart.

Model-write Q on 1 side, A on other.

Television: Q&A

What is inside my TV? Use diagram

How do television stations send signals to my TV? Then and now. (I have looked up how digital cable works)

When was the first TV invented?  Who invented it? black and white, color in 1953

How many people does it take to make a tv show? 

AE:  think of a question I could write, tell partners.  Can you answer it?

Link:  use this format on a new paper. (2 columns) to try out your info as a Q&A book

Wednesday 4.12.06

Writing-literary nonfiction

F.S. Choose a sub-genre structure and mentor text

Prep/materials: baskets of sub-genres, charts of features that students made, chart of mentor text and features that I made (hanging-get down). 

Make chart that models how I want them to look through books and 

Opening:  students on rug with notebooks and folders that have their try-its. 

· Today you are going to choose the format for your book: ABC or Q and A.  

Teaching:

· Reread the charts that have features of those 2 sub-genres.

· Students look through their try-its and decide which sub-genre they want to do.

· They will look through the books in the stack of their sub-genre and choose a mentor text (more than one student can use same book).  

· I model find the features and then they should make a list of the book’s structures/features that they will want to imitate.  Do this on a paper titled “________ checklist, Mentor text=_______”.  This will serve as their checklist for the parts o their books they want to include.

· Keep checklist in folder (empty folders of other things).

Link:  Look through books, choose mentor text, write down features in a checklist

Share: Share texts chosen and features with partners.  Some with the class.

WRITING Monday 4/24/06

F.S. Drafting important facts

	Materials/prep
	The notes I have taken on chart paper.

Mentor ABC and question and answer book: firefighters, insects

	Connection
	You have chosen the format for your book and a mentor text (read them the list I have).  Today you will begin to imagine and then draft your important information into the format you have chosen.  

	Teaching/Model
	Start by rereading everything I have written about my topic.  Find some info that I want to include (important) and put a box around it.  brackets are fine, but with another color of pen.

	Engagement
	Look through your notes.  Begin to box in the important information you have.  

-Then think about how these facts will look in your book.  Show how facts fit into Firefighters.  Insects.  

	Link
	2 things

-If you haven’t made a checklist of your mentor text’s features, do it today.  You will use this checklist to know what to include in your work. (show them mine again) this is to be kept in writing folder.

- boxing important information you want to include in your book and thinking about how those facts will look in your format.

	Conference
	Help students identify facts they will want to include in their books, make checklists of features their book will have.

	Share
	Share facts with partners, class.  Tomorrow you will begin to enter your info in a graphic organizer.

	HW
	


WRITING Tuesday 4/25/06

F.S. 

	Materials/prep
	Copies of graphic organizers (maybe make at bank street Monday night)

Chart version of graphic organizer

	Connection
	Today you will start to draft the information you have been collecting into a graphic organizer that will help you imagine how your book will look.

	Teaching/Model
	· I look at the try-it I did for question and answer.  I take some of my questions from there and write them into graphic organizer.  I model thinking of more questions.  There are a lot of spaces. I can write this many questions, less, or more if I can find all the info.

· I answer my questions using complete sentences

· I imagine what kind of illustration I will want: can sketch or describe.

ABC

· Start by choosing a word for every letter and filling it in.  

· then you need to have something to say about that word.

· Imagine illustration: sketch or describe.

	Engagement
	Tell partner how you will use this graphic organizer to plan for your book.

	Link
	Begin to fill in graphic organizers.  Choose 1 language and stick to it.  unless you want to make a bilingual book.

	Conference
	Meet with Spanish group.  Discuss language issue.

	Share
	Find students who have been doing a good job.  Share their work.

	HW
	


Wednesday: continue to organize info in organizer.

· Short minilesson to review how to use graphic organizer, especially the part about the illustrations (just sketch or description-don’t want to waste time at this point—will do good illustration later)

· Info coming from your notes or from books

· Discuss that should be writing in one language.  If you don’t know a word in English, what can you do?


-put it in Spanish in quotes , guess that it’s a cognate,  -ask a classmate, ask ms. Z, look up in dictionary (CHART THESE OPTIONS AND POST)

· Or there are books that are called bilingual books.  For example, if it’s ABC book, you could write some words in Spanish and some in English.  But if you choose a Spanish word, that whole page is in Spanish. English word whole page in English.

May need another day of this. (Thursday)

WRITING

F.S. Adding interesting details

	Materials/prep
	Find an interesting passage from one of the subgenres we are doing.  Maybe in insects book.  Write short interesting passage on chart.  

Copy drafts of “Dog” and “Spider” on chart paper-leave room in margins.

	Connection
	You have been organizing the information you want to include in your book in your graphic organizers.  Today we are going to try out a revision strategy that good writers use:  Adding interesting details.  These books we have read (in baskets) are fun to read because they have interesting details.

	Teaching/Model
	Read interesting passage together.  Discuss ways that the author made it interesting.  

-used statistics (facts)

-compared it to something we know

-lots of detail- gives you mental images

Spider: Spiders have 8 legs.  Most spiders have 8 eyes.

ADD:  8 eyes, all over their heads.  Imagine what you would look like with 8 legs and 8 eyes!  Imagine how fast you could run and how much you could see!



	Engagement
	-Read draft together.  Talk with partners about how to add details to make it more interesting.

-write their ideas in the margins

Dogs: My dog is funny.  He likes to play.  He is medium-sized and he loves to eat.  He is a good dog because he lets me hug him.  I love my dog.

	Link
	With your draft, reread and look for places where you can make it more interesting.

(quickly model looking through my draft on chart paper and seeing where I can make it more interesting)

	Conference
	Help students reread work and find places where they can add details, comparisons

	Share
	

	CHART
	Title:  revision: adding interesting details.  Interesting passage from insects.  Leave room for writing what made it interesting.  “spiders” 1 and 2.  “dogs” with room in margins.


WRITING

F.S. Partner revision

	Materials/prep
	-Chart for revision checklist


-Choose a student to be my partner (pick a draft that would be a good example)

-my draft that a student can help me with

-post its

	Connection
	You have been working hard on drafts and some are complete or almost complete.  You revised your drafts independently to add interesting details.  Today we are going to try another revision strategy that good writers use.  

	Teaching/Model
	Writers go to other writers to help them improve their work.   Today you will work with a partner to help you revise your work.  

Ask students what they should do as they revise their work.  Make revision checklist like the one below (if they don’t suggest).

1. Sit with your partner and your drafts.

2. Read your draft out loud to your partner.  Stop after every fact.  As you are reading it, think about how it sounds to your reader.

3.  Check for one thing at a time.  use revision checklist.

· Does it make sense?

· Is it interesting?

· Is there more interesting information to be added?

· Does all the info relate to the topic?

· Does it sound like the chosen mentor structure?

4.  Partner should write suggestions on post-it and put in that place.  When you rewrite your draft, you will utilize these suggestions.

I model this process with my partner.  Sit together, pick a focus from the checklist (make sense?  Interesting?  Relate to topic?) partner reads draft out loud.  I write my suggestion on post-it and then explain it to them.  Put on draft.  Refer to the checklist.  Repeat with another focus from checklist.

Switch- I read my draft while partner helps me revise.

YOU MUST BE TALKING ABOUT YOUR WORK.  QUIET VOICES.



	Engagement
	Reread your draft right now, thinking about how it will sound to your partner.  Get ready to read it to partner.

Can choose partnerships, but erit and Adonis, Naomi and sarahiz work together on rug with me.

	Link
	Find place to sit with partner.  Partner revisions. Use post its

	Conference
	Work with 4 students I picked.  Then circulate and conference with other partnerships.

	Share
	Pick some partnerships that have successfully revised and have them explain what the decision they made to revise their drafts.

	HW
	


Components of nonfiction (p. 33 of ALL)—give graphic organizer for whichever they choose.  Or they just write it on a new sheet of paper.  I demo each format.

WRITING Thursday 5/4

F.S. Select a component of nonfiction to include.

	Materials/prep
	Chart: look through the ones they made to see what texts and features to focus on. Mentor texts.

	Connection
	You are finishing up our drafts and revising them.  We have spent a lot of time looking through the mentor books we have here.  Some of you have checklists of the features of your mentor texts.  Today we are going to look at some of the components of nonfiction that we have seen in our mentor texts and choose at least 1 to include in our own pieces.

	Teaching/Model
	Use chart to talk about some of the features we have seen and show them in those books.

Table of contents: directs you to topic and page (front)

Index: find where a word can be located in the text (back)

Glossary: list of words and their meanings (back)

Labeled illustrations: label something with facts –in squirrel text)

Author’s note: author explains purpose/intention for writing the story (wolves)

Diagrams: show information visually

	Engagement
	Think about which component you most want to include in your book.  You must have at least 1.  if you have time you can make more.

	Link
	Begin to work on that component.

	Conference
	

	Share
	How did it work out for you?  share with partners, some with class.

	HW
	


Edit.  With partners and checklist (p. 34 of ALL).  I confer and do final edit.

WRITING

F.S. Edit with a checklist

	Materials/prep
	Editing checklist, post its

	Connection
	

	Teaching/Model
	· punctuation: periods, question marks, exclamation points, commas

· spelling errors: use word wall, spelling lists, dictionary

· capitalization

· paragraphing (indent)

For each thing, have them tell partners how to correctly use it

Demo editing process: you and partner, then Ms. Z.  

I model with a partner.  

Kid reads me their piece and I follow with my eyes.  

We focus on one thing at a time (punctuation first). As we go, I make suggestions and write them on post-its.  

	Link
	Sit with partner.  Edit following the format I showed.  Each partner should get a chance to look at his own work.  When finished, each can individually make the changes on their paper.

When it is as good as you can make it, you hand it in to me.  I am the final editor.

	Conference
	Conference with partnerships to make sure they get the idea.

	Share
	Choose a partnership who edited well to share their process.


Format of finished books:

Materials: construction paper, index cards (ask betty for more), crayons, paints, magazines, etc.

Prep: make my own example page first.  Put it on a chart with the info about how to do illustrations.  Make things to do list.

Show them how the pages will be formatted.  Do my own- A piece of info written on an index card.  Glue that card onto construction paper and illustrate. 

Illustrations can be drawn, painted, or collage.

They continue at the point they are at:  quickly go over 

Putting all the pieces together.  Create a THINGS TO DO list. (p. 35).  , 

THINGS TO DO:

Revise my work by adding interesting details

Edit my work with a partner

Edit my work with Ms. Z.

Make another component: table of contents, dedication, index, etc.

Draw (or paint) and label illustrations

Copy the final copy in your best handwriting

Make a book cover

Publication party.  A few every day while we start working on poetry.

