
Bilingual / ELL Glossary

Bilingual – Using two languages in some proportion in order to facilitate learning by students who have a native proficiency in one 
language and are acquiring proficiency in the other

DOE – Department of Education in New York City 

ELL – English Language Learner


This term is used by the NYCDOE to identify students who need bilingual education.  

ESL – English as a Second Language

HLQ – Home Language Survey  

HLIS –  This is a survey that parents must fill out.  It gives them a chance to choose an ELL program for their children.  

L1 – First and native language 

L2 – Second language – in the case of LEP students, L2 is English 

LEA – Language Experience Approach

LEP – Limited English Proficiency.  


This term is used by the state to identify students who need bilingual education.

LAB – Language Assessment Battery – 

This standardized test determines entitlement to mandated bilingual and ESL programs, in English and Spanish; there are 
“short” and “full” versions.  

(R-LAB) – Language Assessment Battery Revised

NYSESLAT – New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test – 

This test is aligned with New York State standards for English as a second language.  Its purpose is to measure the progress of 
LEP (Limited English Proficient)/ELL (English Language Learners) in their development of proficiency in English.  

TESOL – Teaching English for Students of Other Languages  

