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Student Achievement Toolkit 2006

4th Grade - Literacy

Standards

It will be important for you to familiarize yourself with both the state standards for your grade level and content.  As such, we have provided them for you below.

New York State ELA Standards
New York State Standards are given for each content area, and are the same for all grade levels.  What does change by grade level are the “performance indicators” - the tasks and skills recommended for showing mastery of each standard.

New York City ELA Standards – Introduction

New York City Standards are given for each content area, and are very similar across grade levels.  Specific standards are given for 4, 8, and 10 grades.  Teachers need to interpolate the standards for the grades not specified from these given standards.  Since the Elementary Standards document is so large, it is split into the following parts.
· Elementary Part 1
· Elementary Part 2
· Elementary Part 3
· Appendix
Scope and Sequence
The Scope and Sequence takes the city and state standards and pulls them together.  It describes what skills students should be learning throughout the year.  Many teachers use the Scope and Sequence to help in their planning.
Big Goals

Integral to your achievement of significant gains with your students will be the development of big goals and plans to attain these goals.  We have compiled some sample documents from corps members & alumni that may act as a guide as you plan for your classroom.

Sample Big Goals
Long-Term Plan

To reach your big goal, your instructional plans must be efficient, goal-driven and student-centered.  Your long-term plan provides a systematic way to strategically group standards so that every standard is accounted for, logically sequenced and feasibly assessed. Your long-term plan should contain standards to be assessed, remedial standards and enrichment standards for each unit.  

	Reading Long-Term Plan
· Yearlong Unit Overviews
· Sample Daily Aims: Units 1-3

	Writing Long-Term Plan
· Yearlong Unit Overviews
· Sample Daily Aims: Units 1-2



Assessments & Tracking System

In order to make significant gains, you will need to administer diagnostics and assessments to determine where students are in relationship to the big goal. You will need to evaluate and track student performance on assessments so that you and your students are aware of progress toward the big goal.  Tracking student progress ensures that your data is reliable, objective and that your instructional strategies are keenly focused on student mastery.  Corps members using the growth model will evaluate and track student growth on the tracking systems and assessments provided. Corps members using the mastery model will evaluate and track student mastery of individual standards using the tracking systems and assessments provided.

	DIAGNOSTIC / ASSESSMENT
	WHEN TO ADMINISTER
	TRACKING TOOLS

	Direct Reading Assessment (DRA)

· DRA Comparison Chart
This assessment measures student reading levels.  Some schools will require it.
	Fall and Spring
	DRA Tracking Sheet 

Running Record Tracking Sheet

	Reading Running Records
· Reading Assessment Texts for Levels A-W
· Running Record Rubric
· Running Record Notes from Class
This assessment also measures student reading levels.
	Ongoing
	

	WRAP Assessment

This assessment also measures student reading levels.

There is a master copy of the WRAP in the Regional Resource Room that you can photocopy.
	Fall and Spring
	

	Writing Portfolios
	Ongoing
	

	Beginning Writers Continuum
· B.W.C. Rubric explanation
	Ongoing
	

	Day-to-Day Assessments - Overview

	General

	· Autobiography Rubric
	· Reader’s Response Exemplar

	· Book Report - Fiction
	· Reader’s Response Rubric

	· Book Report – Non-Fiction
	· Rules Quiz

	· Group Project Rubric
	

	Units

	· Skills to Assess in Reading Units
	· Unit 4 Non-Fiction Rubric

	· Skills to Assess in Writing Units
	· Unit 4 Non-Fiction Scavenger Hunt

	· Skills to Assess in Word Study 
	· Unit 5 Literary Essay Exit Slip

	· Units 1 & 2 Personal Narrative Rubric
	· Unit 5 Literary Essay Exemplar

	· Unit 1 5 W’s Quiz
	· Unit 5 Literary Essay Rubric

	· Unit 1 Rules Quiz
	· Unit 6 Revision Rubric

	· Unit 2 Making Connections Quiz
	· Unit 7 Personal Essay Exemplar

	· Unit 3 Character Collage Project
	· Unit 7 Personal Letter Exemplar

	· Unit 3 Just-So Checklist
	· Unit 7 Personal Letter Rubric

	· Unit 4 Non-Fiction Quiz
	· Unit 8 Poetry Project


	STANDARDIZED TESTING
	WHEN TO ADMINISTER
	TRACKING TOOLS

	New York State ELA Exam

· Day 1 type questions
· Day 2 type questions
· Mini Unit on Test Prep
Sample Exam from the DOE Website:

· Book 1
· Listening
· Book 2
· Teacher’s Directions
	Date determined by the state.
	The GROW Report

· Overview of the GROW Network
· Sample GROW report layout


Standardized Test Strategies for Teachers
Additional Tools

*There are folders of sample lessons and unit resources within the 4th Grade Literacy folder of the CD.

