Help for Planning Your Minilesson

Planning: What will your teaching point be?

· Will the minilesson end with an assignment you want everyone to do?

· Be a way to add to students’ growing repertoire of strategies to draw on?

Minilesson (10 minutes):


· Begin by recalling previous teaching.  For example, “Yesterday we were working on…”

· Next, bring the class together to focus on their on-going work.  For example, “Last night I was reading over your work…” “For example…” “Remember how…”

· At this point, the teacher could create a problem to address with the students.  For example, “But some of you are having trouble, so…”

· Finally, name your teaching point.  For example, “Today I’m going to teach you one strategy that writers use often and it is called…”


· Put teaching in context.  “Sometimes when I’m writing…”
· Set up the demonstration.  “Let me show you how… I want you to pay attention to how I…”
· Demonstrate
· Recap the demonstration.  “Did you notice how I…” (repeat exact words of teaching point)

· Set up the work the students will be doing.  “Now you are going to try it… we’re going to look at…” (Often students need clarification of their roles in partnerships at this time.)

· Students engage in work for a minute or two and teacher listens to students.

· Option: Teacher shares 1 or 2 successful examples of students work.


· Teacher restates the teaching point (from the connection) often putting it on a list, which includes previous teaching points.  The new teaching point is often added to a chart.

· The teacher either asks everyone to do what s/he has taught today, or the teacher reminds children to draw from the growing repertoire of strategies as they continue.

Writing Time (30-40 minutes): (Often interrupted by a mid-workshop interruption)

After-the-Workshop Teaching Share (5 minutes):

· Recap the work of the students.  “Today some of you were working on… I want to show you the way Isabelle…”

· Share example of student work.

· Recap the example, “Did you notice how…”

· Put the teaching in context, “So today and everyday, when you are writing you can…”
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